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"An artist inspired by the great masters,
capturing the essence of culture and time
through vibrant oil paintings that connect
the past, present, and future.”
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| was born in 1995 In lrakkamam, a village In the Ebastern
Province of Sri Lanka. From a young age, my talent for art
was evident to those around me. Coming from a middle—class
family, with my father serving as a police officer, my artistic
journey began with a memorable task from my uncle,

who asked me to draw an old telephone for a political party logo.
At Just five years old, the recognition and kind of wishes.

for my work ignited a lifelong passion for art. Throughout

my school years, my teachers and friends consistently
recognized my skills, leading me to participate in numMerous
competitions and cultural events where | received many awards.
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As | grew older, | continued to develop my artistic talents,
participating in national competitions and earning further
recognition. However, due to financial constraints and the need
to support my family, | chose to pursue higher education

In the architectural field Instead of art. | completed my studies
In architecture and landscape architecture, which led me

to Qatar eight years ago. While working as a junior landscape
architect, | never abandoned my dream of becoming

a professional artist. In Qatar, | found numerous opportunities
to engage Iin cultural activities and enhance my painting skills.

nspired by artists like Picasso and Da Vinci, | dedicated
myself to learning and honing my craft. Their detalled ana
bassionate works influenced my approach to art, motivating
me to create paintings that reflect my thoughts on the past,
oresent, and future. Coming from a humble background, | aim
to bring recognition to my community through my art, capturing
cultural heritage and personal visions on canvas.

n Qatar, | have participated In several exhibitions and expanded
my reach internationally, showcasing my work In countries

ke lTurkey. My journey as an artist Is ongoing, and

am continually seeking new opportunities to grow and share
my art with the world. Through my paintings, | aspire to connect
beople with the cultural richness and stories of my homeland,
and to inspire future generations of artists.”

nazarsarfan341@gmail.com



cover

T by
.
'R
i
s
L
f
3
I
3
I
i
Ll
e J'“
L] ! L]
g g
-\.-..t'
ol
o LT
u A
| I', ""‘f & "*-l‘.'
f lll"‘|r|l- B
/ |J.-I,I
-II S’ f )
-.ill -
IIIJ i - _'
] ] o ] il
~ '_r'__..- -
| - -
e bl ’r
) Ly AL
’ o
]
"l |
o
— o
&L N
L o
i
. i
] |
L
%
a4
ok

photography for gatar artspot exhibition media

Location - Wakra,Qatar
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As an artist, | primarily work with oil on canvas, creating fine art
that explores the rich tapestry of human culture. My work

delves Into the lives and traditions of the people In specific areas,
weaving together their past, present, and future. By drawing
inspiration from these cultures and combining It with my
iImagination, | create realistic and vibrant paintings that reflect

a deep connection with the world around us.

My artistic style i1s a homage to the great masters like
_eonardo da Vinci and Michelangelo, whose works have deeply
influenced me. | am Inspired by their ability to capture

the essence of their time, and | strive to do the same

by reflecting the current lifestyle and technology In my paintings
Just as they painted their present, | am to paint

ours, while also being mindful of the future and Iinspired

by the past.

hrough my art, | seek to communicate the continuous
thread of human experience. cach piece is a dialogue
between history and the future, capturing the essence

of the present moment. My hope Is that viewers find a@
connection to the past and an Inspiration for the future,

all while appreciating the beauty and vibrancy of the cultures

depicted on my canvases

nazarsarfan341@gmail.com
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| am truly honored to have my work recognized by Gulf Times, a milestone | never imagined possible
at the start of my artistic journey. Coming from a small village to having my name featured Iin a prominent
newspaper Is a dream come true, affirming my passion for art and the impact it can have.

4 Cult Tirmes
Seburday October 1 2020
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Qatar offers numerous options

to develop an ‘artistic career’

® Sarfan Nazar, a young Sri Lankan landscape designer, is fast finding his feet as an artist in Qatar

L -

By Mudassir Raja

It Is 3 Dever-endng reel

of Meas and thoughts

Vervone i an artist in his
ot ber own way. Only the coura-
frous express Lhelr maginative
self and ideas for the world to
View

Sarfan Nazar is a2 Sri Lankan
expatriate and artist in Qatas
Hailing froen 3 village, be by
always enjoyed imfimacy with
nature and its beauty. The nature
and motivation (rodmn hiis parenats
have helped him pursoe his kove
for art bessdes his regular job

“l hadl from a village called
Irakkamam It s a sprawing
preen haven, lush with trees and
3 beautifal lake. My proximity
o nafure 15 Bs e essence 4
anong the priEne easonis that
explain my penchant towards
art” sxsd Sarfan in 2 recent in-
terview with Guly Thmes

Born and beought up in 2 o -
dle class farmily, Sarfan realised
very so0n that he could not par-
s0e 21t as biis career.

*1 always Selt that taking st as
3 Carvet f] - TEDe Was Dot vViable
and that i had no future. Hence,
| took up engineering and design
with the intent of petting 3 pood
job te support sy fasally | am
now working as 2 Lindscape de-
ggner jor 2 reputed company I
Qatar. | never regret taking this
decicion s | emjoy my job, be-

nazarsarfan341@gmail.com

cause 12 helps me hote my crea-
tive skills *

The tist 1 3 nature-loves
and grew up appeeciating it in its
varoas forms

“Be Rt the fora and Guna
around of the sheer brilliance of
a sunrise, ! am always entranced
by the beauty of nature and its
offerings. So much so that |
sometiznes ot stand swestrock
and wonder how beautiful the
workd around os is. AR the age of
Sve, | started usng my imagi-
nation and tied replicRing my
thoughts on paper. And my love
for art ooly grew from there”

Sarfan uegaly uses ofl paints
with special focus on realian. All
his artworks aze of on Cavas
*Befote Gnal péece execution, |
do my mitial sketches and com-
parisons. [ take my artwork from
vanous stapes. | also work with
charcoal on r o produce
lite - lthw detatled sketches. Duar-
g oy leetage, | was tnapired by
the renowned S Lankan artist
Solles Mendis and was greatly
mspéred by his usage of colours
which was unague ondy %o him
Later in Bfe, | was intrigued by
the works of Lecnande Da Vincd
His work made me understand
realnm I detall. | am abo an
ardent folower of Salvador Dali.
His lewel of creativity and sur-
Pealin? mulerPoeaces AmMA2es Me
everytime [seeil”

The artist has been part of

The Muyestic Peregr

osl ON Canvas

varjous exhibitions in Sri Lanka
and Qata

“1 have attended exhibitions
in Fire Station Katara and other
mapor vwenoes. | fnd these ven-
Ues 88 4 source of Inspiration and
I also take it as an opportumity to
network with fellow srtists.

*1 have been a2 part of more
than 40 coampetitions back home
with 2 coupde of them o the na -
tional level | have won several
accolades. | take pride in men-
tioning that | was recognised by
the S Lankan government to be
ote of the "“Young National Art-

-

Sartan Naoawr

151’ of Sx1 Lanikca in 2017F

Fot the youmg aotist, &t s
3 journey of a2 millon yeans. It
evohes and breathes continu-
ously.

*1 beliewe &t %o be 2 Dever-end-
ing reed of ideas and thoughts |
Deleve everyone i an artat I
his/her own way. Only the cou-
ragecus express thetr Enagma-
tive sell and kdeas for the world
1o view. You give anybody a
blank sheet of paper to expoess
themselves and every perion can
do wonders. All it takes is cour-

e

Sarfan finds the pandemic
lockdown time to be 2 positive
bealinig fo1 his sowl

“First of &l my heart pfoes
out to all those who have been
Eghting day and night to pet
the world rid of this pandemic
Thetr eflorts szv commendable
and will not po unnoticed. The
lockdown seems to huve proven
frustratimng 0 3 Jot of peopie be -
cause they leel they have been
forced Info confmement. On
the contrary, | find this time to
be 2 postive healing to my socl
I have had much moge time o
refiect on my deas and present
them better. That's what an arn -
st needs tn my opmion. Leaving
the bustle and bustle of the daily
e bedind, and being closer o
what yoa want to present effec-
tively”

The mtist bedieves Qataris do-
=g an excelient job o promote
Jocal residents and fogeifnets in
DARY aspects

“There aze 2 lot more vennes
and optioms fOf semdof aItists
and upcoming artists. There
are lots of places to showcase
your artwork and boost 3 new
artistic career. The Qutar scene
has developed sigmificantly In

the past few yvars. Opening of
Qatar National Museum and
varioas peivate art platforms
combine together to give many
options for young talent to
Come up.”

The old man's gade’, pencll and charcoal on paper



Artwork: Two Oryx on the Desert
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Medium : Oil painting on canvas

Size 150 cmM by 100 ¢m
Time : Took over two weeks to complete
Status :Soldon 2021 @

Caption: This painting depicts two oryx in the desert, an animal deeply ingrained in the culture of Qatar.
The oryx holds a significant place in Qatari tradition and heritage.

nazarsarfan341@gmail.com Doha,Qatar
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Artwork: Queen of the Desert

Medium : Oil painting on canvas

Size 120 ¢m by 100 ¢m

Time : Took over six weeks to complete
Status : Sold on 2022

This painting represents the falcon, a bird deeply embedded
in Arab culture and history. Traditionally, falcons were used
for hunting, aiding nomadic tribes

in their quest for food as they traveled across the desert.
This practice became a cultural cornerstone, turning the
falcon into more than just a pet; it became a cherished part
of life in the Middle East.

The falcon depicted in this painting is a prize-winning bird
from Qatar,renowned for its beauty. The inspiration for this
piece came from a friend deeply involved in falconry. The
background of the painting, inspired by Da Vinci’s style, is a
blend of imagination and symbolism. Although the Middle
East lacks natural lakes, | imagined the oil beneath its sands
rising like a river, adding an element of surrealism and
emphasizing the region’s wealth.

The sky’s lighting further enhances the painting, creating

a dramatic and captivating scene. This falcon, depicted as the
““Queen of the Desert,”’symbolizes the unbroken chain

of tradition from the past to the present. Even as the
discovery of oil and gas transformed the Middle East’s
economy, the falcon remains a vital part of its heritage.

This piece embodies the idea that the falcon, more aware
than humans of the treasures beneaththe earth,

stands as a regal figure in Middle Eastern culture.
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Artwork: champion on training

Medium : Oil painting on canvas

it Size 120 ¢m by 100 ¢m

Time : Took over six weeks to complete
Status : Sold on 2024 @
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work: rabian hor
Medium : Oil painting on canvas

Size 150 cm by 120 cm

Time : Took over 2 months to complete
Status : sold @

nazarsarfan341@gmail.com
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Artwork: masjid al agsa

Medium
Size
Time
Status

: Oil painting on canvas

120 ¢cm by 100 cm

: Took over six weeks to complete
: Sold on 2024 @
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Over the vyears, | have had the privilege of showcasing
my work In several exhibitions, both locally and internationally.
These exhibitions have been instrumental In sharing my
artistic vision with a wider caudience and have provided
me with the opportunity to connect with fellow artists
and art enthusiasts. Among the numerous exhibitions

have participated in, there are four that stand out as
varticularly significant.

1.Katara Cultural Center Exhibition 2021

L ocation: Katara, Qatar

This exhibition was held at the prestigious Katara Cultural
Center, a hub for art and culture in the region. |t was an
honor to display my work In such a renowned venue,

and the event attracted a diverse audience of art lovers
and cultural enthusiasts.

Z2.Katara Art Spot bxhibition 20227

L ocation: Katara, Qatar

As part of the annual Katara Art Spot exhibition, this event
orovided a platform for local and international artists to
showcase their work. My paintings received considerable

attention, highlighting the rich cultural heritage and contemporary
themes that inspire my art.

S5.Katara International Arabian horse Festival 2022
Location: Katara, Qatar

Katara International Arabian Horse Festival is another

significant cultural venue Iin Qatar, known for its commitment

to promoting art and culture. Participating in this exhibition
allowed me to reach a broader audience and engage with the
vibrant art community in Qatar.

4. Ankara Art Fair 2023

Location: Ankara, lurkey

This International exhibition in lTurkey was a remarkable experience
providing an opportunity to present my work to a global
audience. The event was well—received, and my paintings were
ppreciated for their unique blend of cultural heritage ana
contemporary expression.

nazarsarfan341@gmail.com

Group Photo with Artists and Organizers: “With fellow artists
and cultural representatives at the Katara Cultural Center Exhibition.

Explaining Painting to Ambassador: “Explaining my artwork to the
Sri Lankan Ambassador to Qatar, Mr. H.E. M. Mafaz Mohideen



These exhibitions have been milestones In my artistic journey, each contributing to my growth as an artist and
expanding the reach of my work. | look forward to participating Iin many more exhibitions and continuing to share
my passion for art with the world.

nazarsarfan341@gmail.com
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These exhibitions have been milestones In my artistic journey, each contributing to my growth as an artist and
expanding the reach of my work. | look forward to participating Iin many more exhibitions and continuing to share
my passion for art with the world.

nazarsarfan341@gmail.com
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My studio Is a contemporary space where creativity thrives. [t's here that | explore new ideas through a variety
of sketches and designs, experimenting with different techniques. This environment inspires me to push
boundaries and develop unique artworks. bvery piece | create starts in this space, where | continuously

oroduce and refine new, bold concepts.

nazarsarfan341@gmail.com
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| reqularly take on commission projects from clients all over

Qatar and the Middle kbast, as well as internationally. | truly enjoy

connecting with people through exhibitions or my social media,

where they often bring personal ideas, like old black—and—white

photos or concepts, and ask me to reinterpret them In my unigue style.

nhese projects are deeply collaborative, with clients sharing their vision,

and | work closely with them to transform their ideas Iinto meaningful artworks.

Ihe process typically takes anywhere from a week to a month, depending
on the complexity, size, and style of the painting. Throughout this time,

| focus on bullding a strong, trusting relationship with my clients, ensuring
that we communicate clearly and that their vision Is fully realized.

Ihis collaborative journey allows me to deeply understand their

creative ideas, while also challenging me to grow as an artist.

cach commission Is a rewarding experience, as | strive to deliver

work that brings 100% satisfaction and joy to my clients.

nazarsarfan341@gmail.com



| had the honor of leading a major mural project at Al—maha
sland Iin Doha, where | was not only one of the 25 participating
artists but also served as a manager. This role Involved
communicating and coordinating with artists from various
nationalities, ensuring they had the support and resources

needed to bring their visions to life. The project was commissioned
oy Al—Hosh Art Gallery and aimed to create an engaging and
vibrant atmosphere for visitors.

With a budget exceeding one million riyals, the mural work
transformed roads and walls, enhancing the cultural ana
entertainment experience for locals and tourists alike.

| personally completed a significant wall painting that
showcases Qatar’'s rich cultural heritage through intricate
carpet designs. My team and | worked diligently to ensure
that the artwork reflected the diversity and creativity of our
collective efforts.

As a project manager, | was responsible for organizing logistics,
addressing safety concerns, and liaising with higher management
to minimize disruptions during the painting process. [his included
coordinating roadblocks and managing the flow of traffic to
ensure a safe and efficient working environment for all artists
Involved.

Ihis mural project stands as a testament to my commitment to
fostering collaboration and creativity in the arts community,
and I'm proud to have played a vital role in its success.

nazarsarfan341@gmail.com




| have had the pleasure of conducting basic painting

workshops using acrylics for students at

the University

of Aberdeen, Qatar. lhese workshops aimed to Iintroduce
students to fundamental painting techniques and provide

them with essential knowledge about art

IThroughout the sessions, participants lea
differences between various painting met
to develop their skills from the ground L

and Its processes.

rned aboul the
nods and how
0. | focused on

fostering an understanding of artistic concepts, encouraging
students to explore their creativity and express themselves

through their artwork.

included on this page are images from the workshops,
showcasing the engagement and creativity of students

as they practiced their newfound skills.

nazarsarfan341@gmail.com
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@NAZAR.ART.GALLERY

Thank you for taking the time to explore my artistic journey. Your support and interest in
my work mean a great deal to me.

Contact Information

Nazar Sarfan
Email: nazarsarfan341@gmail.com
WhatsApp: +9/74—7001-447/4

WhatsApp: +94—-/522—-69662
Instagram: @sarfan.nazar

nazarsarfan341@gmail.com
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